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ACL Members vacation

The Colours of Morocco Royal cities, kasbahs and
souks

8 days:
28.02.2025-07.03.2025 (G)
14.03.2025-21.03.2025 (G)
21.03.2025-28.03.2025 (F)

Djemna El Fna, Marrakesch / ©Blogtrip-stock.adobe.com

Morocco, the North African country between Europe and Africa, between tradition and modernity, has
enchanted travellers for decades. Writers and adventurers, artists and fashion designers, educational
travellers and tourists - all rave about the fascination of the lively old towns and the splendour of the
royal palaces, mausoleums and mosques. This trip takes you to the four royal cities: you will experience
French savoir-vivre in the capital Rabat, immerse yourself in the world of the Alouites in Meknes,
wander through the fascinating medina in Fez and meet jugglers and snake charmers on the
incomparable Djemna El Fna in Marrakech. The economic metropolis of Casablanca, a scenic drive
through the Middle Atlas and an optional excursion to the beautiful green Ourika Valley are also on
the programme.
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The itinerary

Day1l To Marocco

At 07.30 am flight (Luxair) from Luxembourg to Marrakech (arrival at 11.10 am). On the way to
Casablanca there will be a lunch break (lunch not included). Dinner and overnight stay at the boutique
hotel Odysee**** in Casablanca. (D)

Day 2 Casablanca & Rabat

The modern megacity of Casablanca is the undisputed economic and commercial centre of the country.
During the city tour, you will gain an insight into the exciting history of the harbour city. You will stroll
through the central market and to the majestic Hassan Il Mosque, located directly on the sea - a perfect
photo opportunity. Its 200 metre high minaret is one of the most beautiful in the country alongside
that of the Koutoubia - and, it is said, one of the highest in the world. The mosque is one of the few
mosques in the country that can also be visited by non-Muslims. Let yourself be enchanted by the
beauty and atmosphere of the large interior. Morocco's capital, also located on the Atlantic, is only a
few kilometres away. Rabat is the most modern of the four royal cities, it is much quieter and the
quality of life is much higher than in other Moroccan cities. The king reigns and resides here, and
numerous embassies, international organisations and cultural institutes are based in the government
district. French savoir-vivre and oriental life combine to create a synthesis of the arts. Your tour
(outside visits) takes you to the Royal Palace, through the Ouadaya Gardens and the picturesque
Kasbah to the Hassan Tower, the symbol of Rabat, and the mausoleum of Mohamed V. Dinner and
overnight stay at the Hotel Chellah in Rabat. (B,D)

Day 3 Rabat — Meknes — Volubilis — Fes

Meknes is the smallest of the four royal cities and therefore ideal for a first immersion in the lively
world of the Moroccan medinas. Enjoy a stroll through the historic city centre, which is steeped in
history. The magnificent Bab al Mansour, the most beautiful city gate in Morocco, is just as worth
seeing as the mausoleum of Moulay Ismail, which is decorated with gold and stucco. The route leads
via Moulay Idriss, one of the holiest cities in Morocco, to the ancient Volubilis. In the 2000-year-old
ruins, your tour guide will tell you about life as a Roman capital in the province of Mauretania Tingitana
and the significance of the site for modern-day Morocco. Dinner in a local restaurant. Overnight stay
at the Hotel Nour Plaza**** (date 28 February 2025: at the boutique hotel Fes Heritage) in Fes. (B,D)

Day4 Fes

Fes is undisputedly one of the most beautiful cities in the world and is still the intellectual and spiritual
centre of Morocco today. The elegant city was built on several hills and is proud of its history: the
oldest city in the country is also the city in which Morocco was founded as a state. Its picturesque old
town, the medina, is one of the largest walled old towns in the world, with massive entrance gates,
countless narrow alleyways, narrow streets and enchanted squares. There is simply everything:
mountains of fresh fruit and fragrant spices, intricately woven Berber carpets and Moroccan
handicrafts of all quality levels, a leather goods souk, the spice merchants' souk, the potters' area and
other colourful markets and workshops, all separated into guilds. An indescribable firework display for
the senses! The former religious school Merdersa Bou Inania offers an insight into student life in the
14th century. Dinner and overnight stay at the Hotel Nour Plaza**** (date 28/02/2025: at the
boutique hotel Fes Heritage). (B,D)
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Day 5 Fes - Marrakesch

Drive through the Middle Atlas, with views of it and of the High Atlas, to Marrakech. The drive takes
all day, but the recurring panoramic views of the two mountains and the occasional walks through the
villages make it seem short. Especially as it is an ideal opportunity to process what you have
experienced. Dinner and overnight stay at the Hotel Opera Plaza**** in Marrakech. (B,D)

Day 6 Marrakesch

Marrakech has always been a centre of attraction for artists, bohemians and writers. The location in
the middle of the large palm oasis and the incomparable flair of the city still enchants all travellers
today. The beautiful minaret of the Koutoubia Mosque is today the symbol of Marrakech and has been
the model for all minarets in Morocco since it was built in the 12th century. The Bahia Palace, which
still shines today, is an excellent example of the splendour of that time. In the afternoon, take a stroll
through the lively, typical Moroccan souks. Countless traders loudly hawk their wares, craftsmen
hammer and forge their products, you don't know where to look first. Your sightseeing tour ends on
the world-famous Djemaa El Fna square, where in the late afternoon and evening not only traders but
also storytellers, snake charmers, musicians and jugglers cavort. This unique atmosphere is
indescribable! Dinner and overnight stay at the Hotel Opera Plaza****. (B,D)

Day 7 Free time in Marrakech, optional day trip to the picturesque Ourika Valley

Organise the day according to your own taste. Go shopping in the alleyways of the old town and haggle
over souvenirs. Alternatively, you can book an optional day trip (including lunch in a local restaurant)
to the picturesque and still very unspoilt Ourika Valley. Located in the foothills of the Atlas Mountains
and crossed by the eponymous Ourika River, the contrasts between mountains, orchards, terraced
crops and small villages in the traditional Douar style are fascinating in this lush green valley. You will
visit the sculpture garden "Jardin Amina" by the Austrian artist André Heller, who combined nature
and culture in his works here: a unique ensemble of different elements, a kind of Garden of Eden
against the picturesque backdrop of the High Atlas. You return to Marrakech in the afternoon and bid
farewell to Morocco over dinner in a local restaurant. Overnight stay at the Hotel Opera Plaza****,
(8,D)

Day 8 Return flight
Transfer to Marrakech airport, at 12.00 noon flight (Luxair) back to Luxembourg (arrival at 3.25 pm).

(B)

B=breakfast, D=dinner.
Programme, hotel and flight times are subject to change.
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Included services

e Shuttle service from/to place of residence (Luxembourg and border areas).

e Flights with Luxair Luxembourg — Marrakech — Luxembourg (Economy Class, 23kg luggage)

e Airport taxes & kerosene 27,00 € (as of 05/2024)

e 7 nights in the mentioned **** hotels (or comparable) incl. breakfast

e 5xdinnerinthe hotel, 2x dinner in local restaurants

e Transfers, excursions and sightseeing as per programme

e Local German or French speaking tour guide and city guide (depending on dates)

e ACL tour guide from/to Luxembourg (minimum number of participants 20 persons/full
payment required)

The prices per person

28.02.2025-07.03.2025 (G) Double room 1.745,00 €
Single room supplement 355,00 €
14.03.2025-21.03.2025 (G) Double room 1.775,00 €
Single room supplement 355,00 €
21.03.2025-28.03.2025 (F) Double room 1.775,00 €
Single room supplement 355,00 €

Minimum number of participants 20 persons/full payer required

Surcharge for non-members of the ACL 100,00 €
Optionally bookable
Day trip Ourika Valley incl. lunch 115,00 €

Minimum number of participants 15 persons/full payer required

Entry (as of 05/2024)

For EU citizens with a passport/valid for at least the duration of the trip. According to the current status
(06/2024), all pandemic-related entry restrictions have been lifted. We would like to point out that the
entry regulations may change depending on the pandemic situation.
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Note

Im Reisepreis sind keine Versicherungen inkludiert. Wir empfehlen dringend den Abschluss einer
Reiserlcktritt-/Reisekrankenversicherung, die auch Covid-19 miteinschliesst.

Diese Reise ist wegen der vielen Spaziergdange durch die unebenen Gassen der Altstadte und durch die
Ruinen von Volubilis nicht fir Gaste mit Mobilitdtseinschrankungen geeignet. Bitte geben Sie uns im
gegebenen Fall vor der Buchung die Art Ihrer Mobilitatseinschrankung an und klaren Sie mit uns, ob
wir lhre individuellen Bedirfnisse erfiillen kdnnen.



